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PREMIER — JAPAN VISIT 

Statement by Premier 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Premier) [9.19 am]: I also stand today with a summary of my visit to 
Japan between 14 and 19 November 2017. In Tokyo, I met with Japanese companies with significant investments 
in Western Australia to reaffirm our longstanding relationship, including Mitsubishi, Mitsui, major Japanese steel 
mills; JERA and Tokyo Gas. On 15 November, the Australian Ambassador, His Excellency Richard Court, AC, 
hosted a dinner at the Australian Embassy. Guests included representatives from the Japanese National Diet; 
Japan Oil, Gas and Metals National Corporation; Japan Airlines; ITOCHU; Marubeni; JGC; Nisshin Flour Milling; 
and Japan Bank for International Cooperation. The dinner provided me with an opportunity to connect with 
organisations that have strong links to Western Australia and I extend my thanks to Ambassador Court for 
providing this opportunity. On 16 November, three meetings were held with senior members of the National Diet: 
the Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, Mr Ken Saito; the Parliamentary Vice-Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, Mr Iwao Horii; and the Deputy Chief Cabinet Secretary, Mr Yasutoshi Nishimura. I discussed 
Western Australia’s relationship with Japan across a range of industry sectors, including agribusiness and the 
development of the north west in terms of investment and food production. I also gave a speech at a luncheon 
hosted by the Australia and New Zealand Chamber of Commerce in Japan. Furthermore, I was provided with 
a tour by Tokyu Corporation of its Futago Tamagawa development. This will be Tokyu’s vision for its 
Yanchep Beach joint venture project. I was also humbled and honoured to receive an honorary doctorate from 
Tokyo City University and to address its students during a lecture on Western Australia. 

From Tokyo I travelled to Kobe and had the opportunity to make a reciprocal visit to Hyogo Prefecture to further 
reaffirm our ties and commemorate the thirty-fifth anniversary of our sister-state relationship. I had several meetings 
with Hyogo’s Governor, His Excellency Toshizo Ido, to discuss sister-state matters and new areas of potential 
collaboration. I also met with Mr Osamu Kurokawa, the Speaker of the Hyogo Prefectural Assembly. Governor Ido 
hosted a welcome reception, which was attended by representatives from sectors, including education, tourism and 
commerce, and the Hyogo Prefectural Government. On 17 November I visited Kawasaki Heavy Industries’ 
shipyard, where KHI outlined its operations and provided a site tour. I also met with Mizuki Pearl Company. 
I travelled to Ako City, which is currently celebrating its twentieth anniversary with its sister city, Rockingham. 
A moving experience of my trip was a visit to Kobe Children’s Hospital, where I met with a number of young 
patients and toured the newly established facility. In closing, this trade mission provided a great opportunity to 
reaffirm the state’s relationship with major Japanese companies with investments in Western Australia and 
promoted education and tourism links. 
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